Vera Magpie – review 

There is something about Laura Solomon’s prose that usually draws me in from the very fist paragraph, however in the case of Vera Magpie, it was the very first sentence that had me hooked, ‘I have killed three husbands’ is an intriguing start to a story. 

Not only is Vera a murderer she is also a liar and a thief who takes sadistic pleasure in stealing the sparse belongings of her fellow inmates when she imprisoned for her crimes. The story is a cocktail of, dry humour, vulnerability, emotional detachment, and the sinister which Laura Solomon seams effortlessly together through flash backs. We go back and forth through Vera’s anguished journey from a background of abuse to the despair of crushed teenage dreams and onward to murder. 

A master-class in the ‘less is more’ technique, Solomon’s writing is neither flowery nor sparse, ‘I was raised in a lighthouse on the coast near Devon. It was selling cheap. It took my mother’s fancy. It should have been a beacon of light, but it became a place of darkness.’ 

There are also some hilarious moments in the book too such as when Vera’s best pal in prison, Shirley, decides to write a paper on hybrids as part of her degree,’ 

‘The first paragraph details the manufacturing of a cowl a cat/owl mix, with superior night vision due to its eyes being created from two animals that can see at night.’

Vera Magpie is a succinct, clever and multilayered story. I highly recommend it.
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