LITRO Q AND A – QUESTIONS

What is your earliest childhood memory?  

Not sure about the earliest, but one of the earliest was being safe in a caravan at Pauanui Beach on the Coromandel Peninsula in New Zealand as the shark siren wailed outside.  
What makes you happy? 

Health and family.  Working on a novel when it is going well (which isn’t very often).

When did you decide you wanted to be a writer?  

Age 18.  It took me three years to get a novel published in New Zealand and ten years to publish a book in the UK.  Tough going, especially when you have to work as well to support yourself.  

What are you reading at the moment? 

Fate of the Earth by Jonathan Schell.  

What advice would you give to a first time writer? 

I wouldn’t recommend it as a career choice as the going is so tough and for the vast majority of writers it is nearly impossible to earn money.  However, as with any of the arts, if you are really enthused you just have to keep trying and (as Churchill would say) never give up.  

What is your guiltiest pleasure? 

Smothering my cat Torty with too many cuddles when she is squirming and trying to run away!!  (Poor cat, I think she’s terrified)

How do you relax? 

Swimming, kayaking (which I did today), reading and walking.  

What is your favourite book? 

Nights at the Circus.

Which author is underrated or deserves to be better-known?

Mark Pirie, Raewyn Alexander and Tina Shaw.

What's the worst job you've had?

Cleaning a fish factory.  Very smelly and the supervisor used to pick on me.  “You’ve missed a fish scale”, “Look me in the eye when I’m trying to bully you”, etc.  

What is the most important thing life has taught you? 

That even when you think you have everything sorted out, life/fate/the universe/God can always throw you a curve ball as if it/he/she is trying to teach you a lesson (not to be too confident or arrogant??).  For instance, just as you think everything’s sweet, your father might die, or you son might kill himself, or you could have some major health issue such as a stroke, heart attack, nervous breakdown or (oh, lets just pluck one out of the hat) be diagnosed with a brain tumour.  So...not to take anything for granted.  Also, to appreciate what you have, rather than lamenting what you don’t have.  Also to try to keep driving forwards, rather than looking backwards and to endeavour to learn from your mistakes.  

What's next? (Future projects etc.)

I have finished a new novella that I intend to enter in the 2012 Proverse Prize and I am trying to work on a new book (either a novel or novella, not sure which yet) for the 2013 Proverse Prize.  The going is a bit more slow than before – then again, maybe before I was just going too fast.  

Thanks a lot and thanks for accepting my work.

Best, L 

